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year. An amendment of more importance, relating
to the power of the Supreme Court, was declared
to have been ratified on September 5, 1794 ; and
another remedying a singular inconvenience which
had disclosed itself in the original rule regulating
the election of the President and of the Vjpe-
President, had its ratification completed in Sep-
tember 1804. After these early amendments, which
were comparatively easy of adoption through the
small number of the original States, there was no
change in the Federal Constitution for sixty years.
The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amend-
ments, which became part of the Constitution in the
period between the beginning of 1865 and the begin-
ning of 1870, were the fruits of the conquest of the
South by the North. They abolish slavery, provide
against its revival, forbid the abridgment of the right
to vote on the ground of race or colour, impose penal-
ties on the vanquished adherents of the seceding States,
and incidentally give a constitutional guarantee to
the Piiblic Debt of the Federation. But they could
not have been either proposed or ratified, if the South
had not lain under the heel of the North. The military
forces of the United States controlled the Executive
Governments of the Southern States, and virtually no
class of the population, except the negroes, was repre-
sented in the Southern Legislatures. The War of
Secession, which was itself a war of Revolution, was
in fact succeeded by a Revolutionary period of several